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Launch Section For 
Nurses in A. P. H. A. 
After two years probation, the Public 
Health Nursing Section of the American: 
Public Health Association was made per- 
manent at.the Boston annual meeting in. 
October.- While most nurses are already 
overburdened with organizations, it is 
felt that this affiliation is a privilege that | 


tall these are iS clearly in‘ the 


interests of thoroughness and justice. 
Therefore it seemed particularly appro- 
priate that. this subject should: be: pre- 
sented. for. discussion by. the: American 
Public Health Association which offers a 
common meeting ground for these three 
|groups.” It is just this need of. an 
opportunity to talk things over that has 
led to much misunderstanding on. the 
part of both professions in the past, and 
the keen interest displayed at this meet- 


should be accepted by all public health | 
nurses in executive positions, The reason } 


for this statement is found in two quotda- 


tions from the December “Public Health 
Nurse.” Miss Margaret Stack, chairman 
of this: section, says: “The American 
Public’ Health A’ssociation differs from 
other health organizations not only in 
its membership, which includes doctors, 
health officers, bacteriologists, sanitary 
engineers, statisticians, nurses, health pub- 
licity workers, etc.;- but’ because” it is 
endeavoring to become a _ professional 
group with .the object of establishing a 
public health profession.. As workers in 
the public health profession, nurses 
should be members of this “association.” 
Miss Elizabeth Fox, in discussing the} 
Program of the Boston meeting, says: 
“That there should be questions of rela-. 
tionship between an old profession, such 
as medicine, and a young profession, such | 
as public health nursing, is- but -natural. 
hat this-relationship needs analysis and 
exposition has been increasingly appa-| 
tent. That it shouldbe approached from 
the angle of the physician, the health 


ing bespeaks a future for this section 
‘that will’ be reflected in every public 
health nursing organization that partici- 
pates. Nurses who are members of the 
association desiring transfers to the Pub- 
lic. Health Nursing section may request 
a-transfer from the general. secretary. 
Those desiring membership should ‘send 
their names and addresses to Mr. Homer 
N. Calver, General Secretary, American 
Public Health Seventh 
avenue, tork 


Increased Registration” 
of ‘Nurses am 


In 1922, nine hundred: 
inurses received certificates as registered 
nurses from the Bureau of Registration 
of Nurses of the California State Board 
of Health. ..In 1923 there were 1968 
inurses who were given certificates. . Most 
of these nurses qualified for registration 
by passing examination successfully. - In 
1923, however, there was a considerable 
increase in the number of those who 


olicer and the public health nurse, since 


{were registered. through ‘reciprocity. 
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Immunization Campaign. 
There were but thre@ cases %f diph-. 
theria in Palo Alto last year. This fact,’ 
however, did not hinder the city health 
department from launching a campaign 
for the immunization of children. . It 


was recognized that the few cases of last 
year constitute no insurance against the 


occurrence of a large number of cases} 


at some near ftture time. The full 


cooperation of the physicians was en-. 


listed and they made only a nominal 
charge for the administration of the 
toxin antitoxin, which was supplied by 
the health department free of cost. 
Provision: was made for families that 
were unable to bear the cost. of the 
administration. In order to bring the 
matter to the attention of parents and 
guardians a circular letter was sent to 
them, delivered by the school children, 
For. the benefit of health officers who 
are planning diphtheria immunization 
campaigns this circular letter is repro- 

To the Parents or Guardian of Bearer: 
The steady increase in the prevalence of 
diphtheria in California, together with a high 
mortalit » prompts the brief com- 
munication. | 


The usual control measures available to the 
health officer in combating diphtheria have 
been the quarantine of eases and the search 
for and isolation of healthy carriers: of the 
diphtheria bacillus. .The continued prevalence 


of the disease is. due to the fact that many 


mild cases escape identification and to the 
fact that it is very hard to find and control 
carriers. | | 

is’ possible, However, to prevent diph- 
theria. by immunizing children and others 
agaitist this disease. This immunization is 
not the temporary protection afforded by 
antitoxin, but a more permanent protection, 
perhaps for life, by a sertmm called toxin 


antitoxin. The treatment is one of the most|they should be 


recent and spectacular advances. that has been 


made in preventive medicine. It is not a 


vaccination, as in the case of smallpox, but a 
subcutaneous administration of a very small 
quantity of toxin antitoxin which gives little 
or no reaction and does not prodtice a sore on 
the arm as does smallpox vaccination. 


Children between the ages of six months rae 


eight years are most’ susceptible to diphtheria 
and should be taken to their family p ysician 
for the purpose of receiving such immunizing 
doses. Older children and adults who are 
susceptible to diphtheria, as determined by a 
Schick test, should also take treatment. 
To encourage this procedure the Health De- 
partmeiit will furnish to your physician, free 
of charge,.the toxin antitoxin mixture neces- 
sary for the treatment. _ | 

In every community where this prophylactic 
measure against diphtheria has been adopted 
generally, diphtheria’ has ceased to exist 
absolutely: and parents no longer have the fear 
of this. dread inféction hanging over them. It 
is possible for Palo Alto parents to enjoy this 


Paro Hearth. DEPARTMENT. | 


Woodrow Wilson For 


Sound Health Procedure. _ 
The late Woodrow Wilson was always 
staunch in his stipport of scientific prin- 
ciples as applies to public health. An 
instance of this attitude is shown in the 
action taken by him, while Governor o! 
New Jersey, in settling a local contro- 
versy concerning sewage disposal. 

Not wishing to join in the Passaic 
Valley Sewerage District for financial 
reasons, the cities of Orange and East 
Orange and the town of Montclair, N. J.. 
secured land in the neighboring towns of 
Bloomfield ard Belleville, and propose 
to dispose of their sewage there with 
Imhoff tanks and trickling filters. Therce- 
upon Bloomfield and Belleville, backed 
by those who wished to see Orange, Fast 
Orange and Montclair forced into the 
'Passaic trunk-sewer scheme, went to the 
legislature and secured a_bill prohibiting 
any city or town from building sewagc- 
disposal works in another municipality 
without first having obtained the consent 
of the authorities of such other munici- 
pality. | 
- Governor Wilson vetoed this bill. be- 
cause he was, convinced that it was based 
on a most unsafe and unscientific prin- 
ciple. The Governor pointed out that 
questions of sewage disposal should be 
settled not by neighborhood preferences 
and jealousies, but. by the scientific rules 
of sanitary engineering, and not with 
reference to political divisions, but to the 
topography of the country. He asserted 
that the State Board of Health should be 
able to protect political divisions against 
any. deleterious influences resulting from 
sewage disposal within their limits, and 
if its present powers are. not. sufficient 
engaged to cover the case. 
Failure to Report 
Brings Heavy Fine. 


A physician was recently fined $600 in 
a Los Angeles County ‘court for. failure 
to report a case of smallpox. The con- 
viction, was based upon violation of 4 
}county ordinance which requires all 
physicians to report cases of commun- 
| cable disease. 


- The real wealth of the nation does 1° 
consist in its money,.in the value of its trade 
or in the extent of its dominion. These are 
valuable only as they help to maintair 4 
population—and not only a part of it—of the 
right .quality; men,. women .and children 
| possessing bodily vigor; alert mind, {™ 
character, courage and self control. | 


Sir Arthur Neusholme. 


20 
| 
| 
e 
+ 
LP 
} 
wa 
a: 
| 
A 
“4 
| 
; 
TER 
| 
| 
4 
US 
AD 
. 
| 
| 
& 
? 


| Baby ‘Hospital 


ea 


State Board of Health Weekly Bulletin for F ebruary 9, 1924. 


Well Known: Child © 
Hygiene Worker Dies. 


Mrs. Ira Couch Wood, director of the 
Elizabeth McCormick Memorial Fund 
for the Promotion of Child Hygiene, died | 
in Chicago,’ December 18, 1923. Mrs. 


Wood had been in California many times 
in the interest of her work. It was under 
her direction that the Elizabeth McCor- 
mick Memorial Fund became the pioneer | 
organization in the development of nutri- 
tional work among undernourished chil- 
dren. Her interest in this phase of child 
hygiene was not confined to the exten- 
sion of propaganda, but was devoted also 
to the promotion of research into the 
fundamental factors relating to nutrition 
and growth. Her passing constitutes a 

distinct loss to the development of child | 


welfare in her own state and to the 


entire country, for her activities. were 
nation wide. | 


Nurses Employed By 
Organizations Accredited. 


The California State Board of Health | 
has approved the applications of the fol- 


lowing organizations for recognition as 


institutions which give to nurses, who 


have been in their ‘employ for two con-. 
secutive years, the required public health | 


training to accredit them. for examination 
for public health nursing certificate : 


Angeles Co. “Health ___Los Angeles 


Diphtheria Found 
in Many Adults. 


The health officer of Sacramento, Dr, 
George Joyce Hall, reports many cases 
of diphtheria occurring in adults. Dur- 
ing the period; December 21, 1923, to 
January 3 
diphtheria reported i in Sacramento. Four- 
teen of these were in persons over 21 
years of age. Among. these there was 


one person 65 ‘years old, one 60: years 


old, and one 43 years old. 


New Child Hygiene 
Publication Ready. 


The Bureau of Child of the 
California Staté Board of Health has a- 
new publication — entitled “Care of the} > 
Baby,” copies of which may be obtained 
trom.the. Bureau, 335 State. 


Francisco, Cal. 


‘|many others. 


1924, there were 32 cases of 


— 
3? 


Immunization Against 
Diphtheria Is Extensive. 


Many communities in California have 
started activities leading to:the immuni- 
zation of children against diphtheria. 
| Richmond, Livermore, Palo Alto and 
Los Gatos are operating free diphtheria 
immunization clinics. San Francisco 
and Los Angeles are offering immuniza- 
tion in a number of clinics and hospitals. 
Many other California cities are plan- 
ning campaigns for protecting the chil- 
dren of their respective communities 
against diphtheria, 
Imperial Attacks | 
Trachoma Problem. 


The supervisors of Imperial County 
have appropriated $1,800, supplemented 
by appropriations of $500 each from the 
larger towns within the county, all of 
| which will be used for the maintenance 


—* 


|of eye clinics, the necessity for which 
| has. been demonstrated by. investigations 


which reveal the presence of trachoma 
in of the county, 
? 
Beach Proposes to 
Examine Food Handlers. — 


~The health officer of Long Beach. Dr. 
G. E. McDonald, has requested the city 
council to enact an ordinance, similar to 
that in effect at Pasadena, by which the 
| physical exiamination of all food handlers 
| would be required. The proposed ordi- 


| nance would require the annual. examina- 


tion. of everyone in Long Beach who 
handles food offered for sale, and would 
} include milk dealers, grocery clerks, ped- 
dhers, cooks, fruit stand attendants and 


MORBIDITY. 
Diphtheria. | 


315. cases of diphthetia have been. reported, 
as follows: San Francisco 78, Oakland 29, 
Los Angeles 80, Glendale 14, Los An eles 
County 14, Long Beach 5, Alameda 6, Rich- 
mond 7, Sacramento County 6 Huntington 
Park 2, San : Joaquin . County. 4, Stanislaus 
County 1, Lake County 1 Merced County 3, 
Santa Cruz County 1, Brea Imperial. 
Sutter Creek 3, San my Sonora 1, 
Santa Clara County 1, Santa Rosa 1 Sorta 
County .1, Bakersfield 3, Salinas 1, EI’ Monte 
4, Benicia 1, Hawthorne 3, San. Jose 1, 


Sacramento 3, Marin County 1 1, 
| Cloverdale 1, County 1, 


| County 1, Alhambra: 1, Kern Courtty 4, 


anta Barbara 


Fresno County 4, Santa Maria 1, Santa Ania 
i, Butte County County 1, 
Hayward 1, Burbank 1, Burlin- 
ame, 1, Berkeley 2, Porterville Redondo 
each 1, San Ga riel 1, week: 1, Pasadena 


‘Corona National ‘City San 
Soule 3: 


-*From-reports _F ebruary 4 
for ,week.ending February 2. 
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Measles. 


722 cases of have. 
as follows: San” Francisco 118, Los An eles 
69, Berkeley. 54, Alameda 36, Santa Cruz 
County 32, Bireka 32, Riverside 19, Burbank 
20, Calexico 15, Merced County 18, San Jose 
14, Hanford 27, Colusa County Tulare 
County Watts 6, San Luis 
Obispo Yuba City 5 Amador 
Lindsay 6, Oakland 15, Ontario 9, Visalia 6, 
Glendora a. Willows 26, Long Beach 3, 


cers County 3, Stanislaus County 1, Bakers- | 


anta as follows: 


ivingston 1, Kennett 2 Orange County. . es South Pasadena 2, Oakland 2, Santa Ana 1, 


field Imperial 3, Rialto 1, 
County 2; Santa Rosa 5, Manteca 1, Napa 1 


Kern County 1, Santa Monica Lompoc 3, 
Lodi 1, Sacramento 4, Contra Gupta county 
1, Dinuba 1, Burlingame 1, Yuba perf 

El Monte 1, San Bernardino Cunty 1 len- 
dale 1, Kingsburg 1, Santa Barbara 1, Merced 


3, Colusa Visalia 1, Burbank | 


Creek 1, Fort Bragg 1, San Gabriel 2. 
Hercules 1, Taft 4, South Pasadena 3, Red- 
wood City i. Los Angeles, County 4, San 
Luis Obispo County Fresno Cunty . 
Petaluma 1, Solano Cunty, 4, Hayward 
Hollister .2, Alhambra 3, Kings County 1? 
Colma 1, Modesto. 1, Pomona 5, Red dondo 
Beach 1, South Gate 1, Sutter ‘County i, 
Pasadena 15, San Diego come 30, Walnut 
Creek 7 , Oxnard. 11. 


Scarlet Fever. 


244 cases of scarlet fever have been reported, 
as follows: San Francisco 53, Los. Angeles 
County 37, Fresno County 17, Oakland rs 
Vallejo 10, Stanislaus County 6, Berkele 
Compton 5, Alameda 2, Huntington Par 
LaVerne 1, Hawthorne 2, Orange 
Woodland 1, Lindsay ‘1; South Pasadena_ 3, 
Holtville 2, ounty Pomona 4, San 
oaquin County Santa ‘Cruz County 4, 
entura County 1 Taft 4, Riverside: 1, Sac- 
ramento 2, Napa ‘County. 2 Madera County 1, 


Lodi 1, Beach 3 


1, Batstow .3, 
"Huntin gto 
Dorado Count 


Burbank 2 
Beach 2, Fresno County 1 
4, Rialto 1, Brea Covina a 


County Fowler .1, Kern 2 Monterey 


Whit | 


County 1 Livermore 1, Merce 


San Ber- 
County 1 


Tulare County 
-Monrovia --1, 


Oroville 1 


tier 5, Pasadena 3. 


Whooping Cough. 


26 cases of whoo ing cough, hie _been 
an Francisco 2, Eureka 


endale 2; Long Beach 4, Redlands 1 , Sierra. 
Madre 1, “Manteca 1 , Shasta County 2. ) 


Monica 


Riverside 1, 
Co 


COMMUNICABLE. DISEASE REPORTS. 


361 cases of. ‘smalipox have teen: re orted, 
as follows: Los Angeles 136, Los Angeles 
County 77, Long Beach 47, Compton 23, 
Burbank 5, Fullerton 6, Orange epee 
Culver City 2, Avalon 
Vernon Manhattan Beach 2, 
Hermosa. ‘Beach Ei Segundo 4 Alhambra 

, Glendale 4, Huntington ark 3 
each 3; Lake County Imperial 1, Redlands 
Chino 3. Bernardino 

unty Alameda Count ae Fran- 
cisco 3, Socom 8, Redondo Beach San 


Gabriel 1, Monterey Park 1, South Gate 1, 


Pasadena 9. 


Typhoid Fever, 


9 cases of typhoid 
as akland 1, Glendale 1, Sacra- 
mento 1, Berkeley 1, San Francisco # Los 


Epidemic Encephalitis. . 
_ Oakland reported 2 cases and Tulare County 


1924 
Reports 
 Week ending or week 
thay | Feb. 2 | 
Jan. 12 | Jan. 19 | Jan: 26 by Jan. 13 | Jan. 20 | Jan. 27 
| Feb. 5 
Anthratss 0 0 0 ARE 1:70 
463 ‘342 | 273 151 72 150 
Diphtherie= 2 :'..------- 310 | 336 | 357 #209 
Epidemic Jaundice - - - - - 0 0 
24 34 16 20 |: 18 
------ 139 | 120; ° 103 96 90 83 | 92 
Rabies (Human) ------ 0 0 0 | | 
Whooping Cough-------| 51 28 26 || » 123 11 
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